
 

If we are to endure severe persecution, such as 

during the Great Tribulation, then we will have a 

very great need of the Lord's presence because He 

warns us that “at that time many will turn away 

from the faith” and that only “he who stands firm 

to the end will be saved” (Matt. 24:10,13). So, let 

us all heed the Lord's warnings and learn how to 

walk very closely with Him. An article on hearing 

and following Jesus’ voice is at - 
http://www.christianissues.biz/thewayofpeace.html 
 

Finally, Jude 1:24 comforts us in saying, “To him 

who is able to keep you from falling and to      

present you before his glorious presence without 

fault and with great joy”.  

 

May we all say, “The LORD is my strength and 

my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am 

helped” (Psa. 28:7). 
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When will this happen? 

“For the Lord himself will come down 

from heaven, with a loud command, with 

the voice of the archangel and with the 

trumpet call of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. After that, we who 

are still alive and are left will be caught 

up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 

be with the Lord forever”  

(1 Thess. 4:16-17) 
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The following article reveals 

how we can know the peace  

of God through a close 

walk with Jesus. 

 

The Way Of Peace  
Hearing and following the Lord’s voice. 
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“My sheep listen to my voice; 

I know them, and they follow me”.  

John 10:27 

 

This article is also on YouTube video at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5OqynMDOhg 
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 The Return Of Jesus 
There is so much happening in the world today 

that most people believe Jesus will return soon. In 

Matthew 24, Jesus gives us an overall picture of 

the worldwide events which will occur before He 

returns. In Matt. 24:1-5, when Jesus was asked 

about the sign of His coming and the end of the 

age, the first thing He said was, “Watch out that 

no one deceives you. For many will come in my 

name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will       

deceive many”. This warning is of such great  

importance that Jesus repeated it twice more in 

Matt. 24:11,24 and, after speaking about false 

Christs, false prophets and the Great Tribulation, 

He said in Matt. 24:25, “See, I have told you 

ahead of time”. In these verses, Jesus has given 

us a very serious warning to be prepared for the 

possibility of facing the horrors of the Great 

Tribulation. So, let's look at the rest of Matt. 24. 

 

Matt. 24:6-7 say that there will be wars, famines 

and earthquakes (the word earthquake also means 

storms). These worldwide tragedies are occurring 

one on top of the other and many barely even 

make the newspapers. Disasters that are fresh in 

our minds are soon blotted out by new ones.  
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Matt. 24:8 then says that these things are the 

“beginning of birth pains” so this means that 

greater pain will follow. If the 2011 Japanese  

tsunami is just the beginning of birth pains then 

what horror is yet to come? 

Next, Matt. 24:9-13 speak of Christian            

persecution, death, hatred, apostasy, betrayal and 

the deception of false prophets. During this time, 

evil will be so great that “the love of most will 

grow cold” (Matt. 24:12) and this is why Matt. 

24:13 warns us to remain in Christ. It says, “but 

he who stands firm to the end will be saved”. 

 

Next, Matt. 24:15-22 again speak of the           

persecution and tell the Jews in Judea to flee 

when the Antichrist appears in the temple in    

Jerusalem because his appearance will be the   

beginning of great distress like never before seen 

in the world (this is called the Great Tribulation). 

Matt. 24:22 says that it will be so bad that, for the 

sake of Christians, those days will be cut short. 

Then Matt. 24:23-24 once again warn about false 

Christs and false prophets who will perform such 

great signs and miracles that even the elect may 

be deceived. In Matt. 24:25, Jesus warns us,  
“SEE, I HAVE TOLD YOU AHEAD OF TIME”. 
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several times and in 2 Cor. 7:4 he said, “in all 

our troubles my joy knows no bounds” and, in 

Matt. 5:11-12, Jesus said, “Blessed are you when 

people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 

all kinds of evil against you because of me.      

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your       

reward in heaven, for in the same way they     

persecuted the prophets who were before you”. 

 

So, God uses suffering to prove our faith, to    

perfect us and to lead us to a great reward in 

heaven and it is God's promise that He will      

always be with us to carry us through hard times. 

In Rom. 8:35-39 Paul said that nothing can   

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus and in 2 Tim. 1:11-12 he spoke of his     

suffering and trust in Jesus to keep him - “And of 

this gospel I was appointed a herald and an  

apostle and a teacher. That is why I am suffering 

as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know 

whom I have believed, and am convinced that he 

is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for 

that day”. Throughout the ages, many Christians 

have suffered and even been martyred for their 

faith and Jesus was always with them so we can 

be sure that He will also be with us in our trials. 
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besides the many examples of persecution in the 

Bible, Phil. 1:29 tells us that “it has been granted 

to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on 

him, but also to suffer for him” and Rom 8:17 

says, “Now if we are children, then we are heirs - 

heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we share in his sufferings in order that we may 

also share in his glory”. And Jesus said in John 

15:20, “No servant is greater than his master. If 

they persecuted me, they will persecute you also” 

so it is not right to say that God would not allow 

His people to suffer. But why will God allow it 

when He could easily prevent it? 

 

Well, in Heb. 2:10 we are told that Jesus was 

made perfect through suffering and 1 Pet. 1:6-7 

tell us that, through suffering, our faith is proved 

genuine and refined just like gold is refined by 

fire so suffering perfects us in the same way it 

perfected Jesus. Rom. 5:3-5 tell us that we should 

rejoice in our sufferings as “suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; and 

character, hope. And hope does not disappoint 

us, because God has poured out his love into our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us”. 

In 2 Corinthians, Paul talked about suffering   
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Then, in Matt. 24:26-29, after warning about false 

Christs again, Jesus says that His return will be 

seen by everyone, just like lightening is seen from 

the East to the West. He said not to believe     

people when they say that Christ was here or 

there but to look for the special sign of His    

coming. That sign is given in Matt. 24:29 which 

says, “the sun will be darkened, and the moon 

will not give its light; the stars will fall from the 

sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken” and 

only AFTER this sign will the Lord return. 

 

So far, Matt. 24 has told us: 

There will be wars, famines and earthquakes  

then 

The Antichrist will reveal himself in the Temple 

then 

Christians and Jews will be severely persecuted 

and  

False Christs and false prophets will deceive 

many. 

Then there will be a sign in the sun, moon and 

stars 

and then 

Matt. 24:30-31 tell us that, AFTER that sign     

appears in the sky, Jesus will be seen coming on 
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the clouds and the nations will mourn because 

they know that they are about to be destroyed. 

Matt. 24:31 tells us that, at that time, Jesus will 

send His angels with a loud trumpet call to gather 

(rapture) the elect to be safe with Him while 

God's wrath is being poured out on the earth,  

ending with the war of Armageddon. 

 

So, it is quite clear that the church will see the 

Antichrist and go through great tribulation until 

Jesus returns to rapture believers and to destroy 

sinners. 

 

2 Thess. 2:1-3 
2 Thess. 2:1-3 also show that the Rapture won't 

occur until after the Antichrist appears. In part, 

these verses say, “Concerning the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him 

[the Rapture] … Don't let anyone deceive you in 

any way, for (that day will not come) until the 

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness [the 

Antichrist] is revealed, the man doomed to      

destruction”. These verses clearly say that   

Christians will not be gathered to the Lord until 

AFTER the revealing of the Antichrist and that is 

exactly what Matt. 24 says. 
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rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness [the 

Antichrist] is revealed, the man doomed to      

destruction”. These verses clearly say that   

Christians will not be gathered to the Lord until 

AFTER the revealing of the Antichrist and that is 

exactly what Matt. 24 says. 

2 Thess. 2:3-4 tell us a little more about the     

Antichrist. These verses say that “the man of  

lawlessness [the Antichrist] ... sets himself up in 

God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God”. 

Then, in 2 Thess. 2:9-10, we are told that “the 

coming of the lawless one [the Antichrist] will be 

in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in 

all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and     

wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives 

those who are perishing. They perish because 

they refused to love the truth and so be saved”. 

 

So, we can see that the Devil will give his power 

to the Antichrist so that he can persecute God's 

people and do false miracles, signs and wonders 

to deceive people into believing that he is God. 

Because of the Antichrist’s great power to do 

miracles, signs and wonders, Jesus warns     

Christians time and again not to be deceived but 

to stand firm to the end and wait for His return 

which will be like lightening and will be AFTER 

the sign in the sun, moon and stars. 

 

Why should Christians face persecution? 
Many people say that God would not allow His 

people to suffer the Antichrists' persecution but, 
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The Antichrist 
The Antichrist is a man who will be fully        

possessed by the devil. In effect, he will be the 

devil in the flesh. Through the Antichrist, the 

Devil will try to destroy Israel and the church in 

order to stop God's plan for mankind because he 

knows that, after God's plan is fulfilled, he will be 

tossed into the lake of fire forever and ever   

(Rev. 20:10). 

 

We are told that the Devil will give the Antichrist 

his power. In Rev. 12:7-17 it says that there will 

be war in heaven and Michael will hurl the 

Dragon (the Devil) to the earth. Then the Devil 

will be filled with fury and will persecute Israel 

(v.13) and Christians (v.17). He will do this 

through the Antichrist. In Rev. 13:1-2 the        

Antichrist is called the “beast coming out of the 

sea” and we are told that “the dragon [the Devil] 

gave the beast his power and his throne and great 

authority” and Rev. 13:7 says that “he was given 

power to make war against the saints and to   

conquer them. And he was given authority over 

every tribe, people, language and nation”, so the      

Antichrist will have the Devil's great power and 

authority to persecute and to deceive many. 
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We are told that the Devil will give the Antichrist 

his power. In Rev. 12:7-17 it says that there will 

be war in heaven and Michael will hurl the 

Dragon (the Devil) to the earth. Then the Devil 

will be filled with fury and will persecute Israel 

(v.13) and Christians (v.17). He will do this 

through the Antichrist. In Rev. 13:1-2 the        

Antichrist is called the “beast coming out of the 

sea” and we are told that “the dragon [the Devil] 

gave the beast his power and his throne and great 

authority” and Rev. 13:7 says that “he was given 

power to make war against the saints and to   

conquer them. And he was given authority over 

every tribe, people, language and nation”, so the      

Antichrist will have the Devil's great power and 

authority to persecute and to deceive many. 

1 Thess. 4:13-5:11 
Many Christians believe that 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11 

is talking about another gathering to the Lord. 

They believe that these verses say that Jesus will 

rapture the church before the Antichrist appears. 

However, Chart 1, in the centre of this booklet, 

compares 1 Thess. 4-5 to Matt. 24-25 and shows 

so many common points that it is clear that they 

are both talking about the same event. 

 

Rev. 6-8 
Further proof that Matt 24. gives the sequence of 

events leading to Jesus' return can be found in 

Chart 2 at the back of this booklet. This chart 

compares Matt. 24 with Rev. 6-8 and a clear   

parallel can be seen between these two passages. 

 

Other passages, like Luke 17:22-35 and 2 Thess. 

1:6-11, show that on the day that the Lord returns 

He will first rapture His people and then punish 

sinners who are left on the earth. There is not one 

verse which says that the Rapture will occur    

before the Antichrist appears. 

 

 

 

1 Thess. 4:13-5:11 
Many Christians believe that 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11 

is talking about another gathering to the Lord. 

They believe that these verses say that Jesus will 

rapture the church before the Antichrist appears. 

However, Chart 1, in the centre of this booklet, 

compares 1 Thess. 4-5 to Matt. 24-25 and shows 

so many common points that it is clear that they 

are both talking about the same event. 

 

Rev. 6-8 
Further proof that Matt 24. gives the sequence of 

events leading to Jesus' return can be found in 

Chart 2 at the back of this booklet. This chart 

compares Matt. 24 with Rev. 6-8 and a clear   

parallel can be seen between these two passages. 

 

Other passages, like Luke 17:22-35 and 2 Thess. 

1:6-11, show that on the day that the Lord returns 

He will first rapture His people and then punish 

sinners who are left on the earth. There is not one 

verse which says that the Rapture will occur    

before the Antichrist appears. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

T
h
e 

m
an

y
 s

im
il

ar
it

ie
s 

b
et

w
ee

n
 1

 T
h
es

s.
 4

-5
 a

n
d

 M
at

t.
 2

4
-2

5
 m

a
k
e 

it
 v

er
y
 c

le
ar

 t
h
at

 

th
e
y
 a

re
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
e
v
en

t.
 T

h
er

e 
is

 o
n
ly

 o
n
e 

re
tu

rn
 o

f 
Je

su
s 

an
d

 i
t 

is
 a

ft
er

 t
h
e 

A
n
ti

c
h
ri

st
 a

p
p

ea
rs

 a
n
d

 p
er

se
cu

te
s 

Is
ra

el
 a

n
d

 t
h
e 

ch
u
rc

h
. 

W
h
en

 J
es

u
s 

re
tu

rn
s,

 H
e 

w
il

l 

fi
rs

t 
ra

p
tu

re
 H

is
 e

le
ct

 a
n
d

 t
h
en

 G
o

d
’s

 w
ra

th
 w

il
l 

b
e 

p
o

u
re

d
 o

u
t 

o
n
 t

h
e 

ea
rt

h
. 

C
h

a
rt

 1
 

C
o

m
p

a
ri

n
g

 1
 T

h
es

so
la

n
ia

n
s 

4
-5

 w
it

h
 M

a
tt

h
ew

 2
4

-2
5

 

E
v

en
t 

1
 T

h
es

s.
 

M
a

tt
h

ew
 

Je
su

s 
re

tu
rn

s 
4

:1
6

 
2

4
:3

0
 

F
ro

m
 h

ea
v

en
 

4
:1

6
 

2
4

:3
0

 

W
it

h
 a

 c
o

m
m

an
d

in
g
 p

re
se

n
ce

 
4

:1
6

, 

3
:1

3
 

2
4

:3
0

 

A
n

g
el

s 
p

re
se

n
t 

4
:1

6
 

2
4

:3
1

 

T
ru

m
p

et
 s

o
u

n
d

 
4

:1
6

 
2

4
:3

1
 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

su
p

er
n

at
u

ra
ll

y
 

g
at

h
er

ed
 t

o
 C

h
ri

st
 

4
:1

7
 

2
4

:3
1

, 

4
0

-4
1

 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

m
ee

t 
th

e 
L

o
rd

 
4

:1
7

 
2

5
:1

,6
 

In
 t

h
e 

cl
o

u
d

s 
4

:1
7

 
2

4
:3

0
 

 
 

 

T
h

e 
ti

m
e 

is
 u

n
k

n
o

w
n

 
5

:1
-2

 
2

4
:3

6
 

W
il

l 
co

m
e 

as
 a

 t
h

ie
f 

5
:2

,4
 

2
4

:4
3

 

W
il

l 
co

m
e 

at
 n

ig
h

t 
5

:2
 

2
4

:4
3

 

U
n

b
el

ie
v

er
s 

ar
e 

u
n

aw
ar

e 
o

f 
 

im
p

en
d

in
g
 j

u
d

g
m

en
t 

5
:3

 
2

4
:3

7
-3

9
 

Ju
d

g
m

en
t 

co
m

es
 a

s 
tr

av
ai

l 
 

u
p

o
n

 a
n

 e
x

p
ec

ta
n

t 
m

o
th

er
 

5
:3

 
2

4
:8

 

[c
f.

 R
S

V
] 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

n
o

t 
d

ec
ei

v
ed

 
5

:6
 

2
4

:4
-5

,2
5

 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

ar
e 

to
 w

at
ch

 
5

:6
 

2
4

:4
2

,2
5

 

W
ar

n
in

g
 a

g
ai

n
st

 d
ru

n
k

en
n

es
s 

5
:7

 
2

4
:4

9
 

 1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
  9
 

1
0

 

1
1

 

1
2

 

1
3

 

1
4

 

1
5

 

1
6

 

T
h
e 

m
an

y
 s

im
il

ar
it

ie
s 

b
et

w
ee

n
 1

 T
h
es

s.
 4

-5
 a

n
d

 M
at

t.
 2

4
-2

5
 m

a
k
e 

it
 v

er
y
 c

le
ar

 t
h
at

 

th
e
y
 a

re
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
e
v
en

t.
 T

h
er

e 
is

 o
n
ly

 o
n
e 

re
tu

rn
 o

f 
Je

su
s 

an
d

 i
t 

is
 a

ft
er

 t
h
e 

A
n
ti

c
h
ri

st
 a

p
p

ea
rs

 a
n
d

 p
er

se
cu

te
s 

Is
ra

el
 a

n
d

 t
h
e 

ch
u
rc

h
. 

W
h
en

 J
es

u
s 

re
tu

rn
s,

 H
e 

w
il

l 

fi
rs

t 
ra

p
tu

re
 H

is
 e

le
ct

 a
n
d

 t
h
en

 G
o

d
’s

 w
ra

th
 w

il
l 

b
e 

p
o

u
re

d
 o

u
t 

o
n
 t

h
e 

ea
rt

h
. 

C
h

a
rt

 1
 

C
o

m
p

a
ri

n
g

 1
 T

h
es

so
la

n
ia

n
s 

4
-5

 w
it

h
 M

a
tt

h
ew

 2
4

-2
5

 

E
v

en
t 

1
 T

h
es

s.
 

M
a

tt
h

ew
 

Je
su

s 
re

tu
rn

s 
4

:1
6

 
2

4
:3

0
 

F
ro

m
 h

ea
v

en
 

4
:1

6
 

2
4

:3
0

 

W
it

h
 a

 c
o

m
m

an
d

in
g
 p

re
se

n
ce

 
4

:1
6

, 

3
:1

3
 

2
4

:3
0

 

A
n

g
el

s 
p

re
se

n
t 

4
:1

6
 

2
4

:3
1

 

T
ru

m
p

et
 s

o
u

n
d

 
4

:1
6

 
2

4
:3

1
 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

su
p

er
n

at
u

ra
ll

y
 

g
at

h
er

ed
 t

o
 C

h
ri

st
 

4
:1

7
 

2
4

:3
1

, 

4
0

-4
1

 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

m
ee

t 
th

e 
L

o
rd

 
4

:1
7

 
2

5
:1

,6
 

In
 t

h
e 

cl
o

u
d

s 
4

:1
7

 
2

4
:3

0
 

 
 

 

T
h

e 
ti

m
e 

is
 u

n
k

n
o

w
n

 
5

:1
-2

 
2

4
:3

6
 

W
il

l 
co

m
e 

as
 a

 t
h

ie
f 

5
:2

,4
 

2
4

:4
3

 

W
il

l 
co

m
e 

at
 n

ig
h

t 
5

:2
 

2
4

:4
3

 

U
n

b
el

ie
v

er
s 

ar
e 

u
n

aw
ar

e 
o

f 
 

im
p

en
d

in
g
 j

u
d

g
m

en
t 

5
:3

 
2

4
:3

7
-3

9
 

Ju
d

g
m

en
t 

co
m

es
 a

s 
tr

av
ai

l 
 

u
p

o
n

 a
n

 e
x

p
ec

ta
n

t 
m

o
th

er
 

5
:3

 
2

4
:8

 

[c
f.

 R
S

V
] 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

n
o

t 
d

ec
ei

v
ed

 
5

:6
 

2
4

:4
-5

,2
5

 

B
el

ie
v

er
s 

ar
e 

to
 w

at
ch

 
5

:6
 

2
4

:4
2

,2
5

 

W
ar

n
in

g
 a

g
ai

n
st

 d
ru

n
k

en
n

es
s 

5
:7

 
2

4
:4

9
 

 1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
  9
 

1
0

 

1
1

 

1
2

 

1
3

 

1
4

 

1
5

 

1
6

 


